Sarcoma and the spinal column.
Primary sarcomas are rare in the spine. Common primary sarcomas include osteosarcoma, Ewing's sarcoma, chondrosarcomas, and retroperitoneal soft-tissue sarcomas. These tumors tend to occur in adolescents and young adults. Surgery remains the mainstay of treatment, although the anatomy of spine and spinal cord often limits complete surgical resection with a wide margin. Chemotherapy and radiation therapy have variable effects on these tumors. With recent advances in surgical techniques and development of new chemotherapy protocols, survival and local control are both improving.